
April 3, 2023

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm
Secretary 
US Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave SW
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Secretary Granholm:

We write in strong opposition to Proposed Rulemaking: “Energy Conservation Program: Energy Conservation Standards
for Distribution Transformers.”1 Finalizing  the rule would have a significant effect on the production of  distribution
transformers, which electric utilities already have difficulty procuring.

Since 2021, electric utilities have been communicating their troubles with procurement of distribution transformers to
the Department of Energy (DOE). The lead time for procurement of a distribution transformer can take 16 months or
longer. This lead time is a significant problem for electric utilities seeking to bolster the reliability and resilience of the
grid  and  other  critical  infrastructure,  particularly  against  severe  storms  and  other  hazardous  weather  events.
Furthermore, prolonged lead times and the lack of availability have made it difficult for utilities to provide transformers
to homebuilders, city planners, and economic developers to get power to end users in new development areas.

In June of 2022, the Administration acknowledged the dire production backlog and issued a Presidential Determination
through the Defense Production Act to prioritize the production of distribution transformers to bolster grid resiliency
and national security. Among the numerous recommendations provided by industry to the DOE, a preferred solution to
help meet the output goals of the Defense Production Act, was delaying any new energy efficiency standards to provide
market clarity.2

In September of last year, a bicameral group of lawmakers wrote to President Biden requesting that DOE temporarily
suspend efficiency  standards  on  transformers  to  allow  manufacturers  to  scale  up  production and  fill  the  growing
industry backlog3.  In  his response, Alejandro Moreno, Acting Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency & Renewable
Energy and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Renewable Power, retorted that rolling back energy conservation standards
would (for many manufacturers)  be, “burdensome and costly to implement a redesign process and modify existing
production facilities.”4 Ironically, Mr. Moreno acknowledged the significant challenges to changing the manufacturing
process  for  reducing  efficiency  standards  but  ignores  the  cost,  complexity,  and  supply  chain  hurdles  of  increasing
efficiency standards on manufacturers two weeks after your department released a noticed of proposed rulemaking to
require all but one US manufacturer to completely overhaul their transformer production process. 

1 Energy Conservation Program: Energy Conservation Standards for Distribution Transformers, 88 Fed. Reg. 1722 (Jan. 11, 2023)
2 https://www.nema.org/docs/default-source/advocacy-document-library/nema-gridwise-comments-doe-dpa-rfi-11.30.22.pdf?
sfvsn=2969fc7b_4
3 https://www.hagerty.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Electric-Infrastructure-Letter-to-Biden-with-Signatures.docx.pdf
4 https://harshbarger.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/harshbarger.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/1.25.23-response-to-rep-
harshbarger-re-transformers-006246.pdf 
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There is no statutory requirement for DOE to issue an increase in efficiency standard. Despite this fact, DOE continues to 
push forward with a rulemaking that will only increase the energy efficiency of distribution transformers by a fraction of 
a percentage point. The electric power industry is in no position to undertake this level of regulatory overhaul. Outputs 
fell far below the needs of the market before the proposed rule was noticed. A new efficiency regulation that completely
overhauls the manufacturing process will further exacerbate the significant delays in delivering distribution 
transformers. Until the industry receives the regulatory certainty it needs, the production backlog will only worsen.

We request that you immediately withdraw the proposed rule and thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,

Diana Harshbarger
Member of Congress

Guy Reschenthaler
Member of Congress

Mike Rogers
Member of Congress

Larry Bucshon, M.D. 
Member of Congress

John Joyce, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Jeff Duncan
Member of Congress

Clay Higgins
Member of Congress
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Dan Bishop
Member of Congress

Gregory F. Murphy, M.D.
Member of Congress

Troy Balderson
Member of Congress

Josh Brecheen
Member of Congress

Andy Biggs
Member of Congress

William R. Timmons, IV
Member of Congress

Rick W. Allen
Member of Congress

Mike Kelly
Member of Congress

Ben Cline
Member of Congress

Bruce Westerman
Member of Congress
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John R. Curtis
Member of Congress

Richard Hudson
Member of Congress

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
Member of Congress

Alex X. Mooney
Member of Congress

Rudy Yakym III
Member of Congress

Elise M. Stefanik
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Keith Self
Member of Congress

Neal P. Dunn, M.D.
Member of Congress

Robert E. Latta
Member of Congress
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August Pfluger
Member of Congress

Mike Ezell
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

W. Gregory Steube
Member of Congress

Dan Crenshaw
Member of Congress

Eric A. "Rick" Crawford
Member of Congress

Mary E. Miller
Member of Congress

Randy K. Weber, Sr.
Member of Congress
Ranking Member, Energy

Debbie Lesko
Member of Congress

Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress
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David Rouzer
Member of Congress

Henry Cuellar
Member of Congress

Blake D. Moore
Member of Congress

H. Morgan Griffith
Member of Congress

Tom McClintock
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Kelly Armstrong
Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Pete Sessions
Member of Congress
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Garret Graves
Member of Congress

Max L. Miller
Member of Congress

Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

Chris Stewart
Member of Congress

Dale W. Strong
Member of Congress

Mike Carey
Member of Congress

Lisa C. McClain
Member of Congress

Marcus J. Molinaro
Member of Congress

Kat Cammack
Member of Congress

Jack Bergman
Member of Congress
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Earl L. "Buddy" Carter
Member of Congress

James Comer
Member of Congress

A. Drew Ferguson IV
Member of Congress
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Ralph Norman 
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Greg Pence
Member of Congress

Dan Meuser 
Member of Congress




